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"You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a
new dream." —C.S. Lewis

Murray River
& Mallee
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Brisbane Ranges National Park — from $10.95

The third edition of this topographic map, scaled at 1:30,000, encompasses
both the Brisbane Ranges National Park and Steiglitz Historic Park, providing
comprehensive coverage. Highlighting the 3-Day Burchell Trail that spans
these areas, the map also offers a detailed 1:15,000 enlargement specifically
focused on Steiglitz Historic Park. Additionally, it features updated information
on ten different walks, complete with track notes and tourist details, catering to
both avid bushwalkers and casual day-trippers alike.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/brisbane-ranges-national-park-
map-quide/

Binns Tracks — $32.95

The Binns Track offers an awe-inspiring four-wheel drive journey through
breathtaking landscapes, granting access to hidden gems of the Northern
Territory. Commencing at the South Australian border, this track meanders
through remote national parks, picturesque camping sites, and isolated
outback communities. Spanning 2,230 kilometres, it bears the name of Bill
Binns, a dedicated ranger who devoted 32 years to NT Parks and Wildlife. Bill
envisioned enriching visitors' experiences by unveiling the vibrant hues, native
fauna, and imposing rock formations of the Central Australia region.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/binns-track/
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Outback Queensland Map - from $14.95

The Outback Queensland Map covers a vast area from the inland borders to
Toowoomba in the east and Charters Towers in the north. It features detailed
mapping at a scale of 1:1,500,000 with hill shading and elevation tinting.
Additionally, it includes extensive visitor information for Channel Country,
Matilda Country, and the Overlanders Way, along with maps of national parks
like Bladensburg, Idalia, Currawinya, Diamantina, and Carnarvon Gorge.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/outback-queensland/

Walks of King Island — from $24.95

A detailed handbook for exploring King Island in Bass Strait, featuring over 50
kilometres of walking paths, trails, beaches, and 4WD tracks. Enhanced with
colourful photographs and maps dispersed throughout the guide.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/walks-of-king-island/

Murray River and Mallee — from $9.95

A comprehensive touring map of the South Australian Murray River and
Mallee region, meticulously detailed at a scale of 1:350,000. Covers the area
from the Murray Mouth to Lock 8, showcasing major and minor roads with
their names, as well as national parks and conservation reserves. Provides
valuable road distance and surface information. The reverse side of the map
features detailed strip maps of the Murray River, spanning from Lake
Alexandrina upstream to Lake Victoria and Lock 8 in New South Wales.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/murray-river-mallee-map/

Meridian Musings

It's so ironic that we tend to complain when supermarkets start stocking hot
cross buns on the shelves as soon as Christmas is done, yet don’t seem to be
bothered by the countdown to Easter holidays that starts as school resume
after the summer holidays. This year, we’re hoping to do a road trip through
outback Victoria and NSW to end up in Sydney to visit our daughter and son-
in-law. We only have a limited time to be away, so the trip won'’t be as
extensive as we hoped but looking forward to it nonetheless. We are looking
for stories so this week I'm asking for tips — what did you do as a novice road
tripper, camper or 4WDer that you would never do again? Drop me a line at
rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au.



https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/outback-queensland/
https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/walks-of-king-island/
https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/murray-river-mallee-map/
mailto:rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au

Nigel Matheson from the Land Rover Owners Club Victoria emailed me about
the upcoming Victorian 4WD show in Lardner. Thank you also to Chris
Camier, the show’s co-ordinator, who provided me with further details about
the show.

The 44th Victorian 4WD Show is a must-attend event for all 4WD enthusiasts.
As Australia’s longest-running four wheel drive Show, it's held outdoors at the
purpose-built event venue at Lardner Park in Burnt Store Rd.

The Show provides you with the opportunity to explore a wide range of
exhibitor products such as 4WD accessories, vehicle
modifications/aftermarket updates, specialist tools & equipment, camping gear
innovations, off-road body mount and camper trailers, navigation, foods and
much more. You can even meet the managers of the bush you want to visit.
Whilst including big name suppliers, the event also includes and encourages
smaller local businesses to exhibit their products. Don’t guess on the internet,
come see the real thing... ©

This event is unique because it includes a real 4WD Adventure Circuit. The
circuit provides a variety of 4WDing activities such as steep slopes, river
crossings, side slope tilt, sand and other key 4WD conditions. It will be
operating throughout the day. You can with view various 4WD's in action
completing the circuit from grandstands, as well as being a vehicle passenger
in this realistic setting.

Separately there will also be practical demonstrations of various vehicle
driving and recovery scenarios; use of recovery equipment and camping skills.
These are all included in this display of “what works and why”. Viewing of the
demonstrations is available from grandstand seating.

This is a family style event with free entertainment for children included.
Sufficient food vendors will be available onsite providing the sustenance
needed to keep you going throughout the day.

Numerous 4WD clubs are attending to explain what their club can offer
members and how best to modify those vehicle types.

Four Wheel Drive Victoria will have a stand and can explain its role and
operation as the peak umbrella motoring body for 4WD’s. This organisation is
a key reason why you can still go bush. Check out how your behaviour can
help maintain our access to tracks and remote areas.

There will be a range of other special interest displays from the Conservation
Regulator /Forest Fire Management (DEECA), SES, CFA, and the Victorian
Military Vehicle Club which is always a hit with visitors.



Tickets are available for secure online purchase in advance by booking
through the www.vic4wdshow.com.au website. This is a must-see event.
Gates open from 9am - 3pm. We look forward to seeing all exhibitors and
patrons at this important event in the 4WD calendar.

For more information go to: https://www.vic4wdshow.com.au/

New to the Website

Brisbane Ranges — Steiglitz Circuit Walk

Parks Victoria have made some changes to the Steiglitz Circuit Walk
This circuit takes walkers through the sleepy village of Steiglitz, once a
prosperous gold mining town in the Brisbane Ranges, west of Melbourne.

The new alignment has moved the walk away from a track with plants infected
with cinnamon fungus, which spreads easily on walkers’ boots. They have
used an old road to create a lovely path through the forest.

Below is the map of new alignment and an updated description of the walk.
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This can be found in the Notes tab of the web page for the Brisbane Ranges
National Parks Map:

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/brishane-ranges-national-park-map-quide/
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What’s On

February 16 — 18: Roseberry Festival in Roseberry, Tasmania. This free
festival is the West Coast's most vibrant family and music festival. More
information at https://www.roseberyfestival.com/.

February 23 — 10 March: The Stanthorpe Apple & Grape Harvest Festival,
Queensland. It is held every two years and celebrates the harvest of all
produce from the Granite Belt Region! More information at
https://appleandgrape.org/.

March 1-3: Let's Go Gold Coast Caravan & Outdoor Expo. The very latest
models of caravans, motorhomes, campervans, camper/tent trailers and slide-
ons, plus Tourism information will be on display during the three day event.
For further information: https://www.caravangld.com.au/show/gold-coast-
caravan-and-outdoor-expo/

March 8 — 11: Port Fairy Music Festival, Victoria. From humble beginnings in
1977, Port Fairy Folk Festival has become one of Australia’s largest and most
loved festivals. More information and tickets at https://portfairyfolkfestival.com/

March 10: National Transport Museum Swap Meet in Inverell NSW. For more
information go to
https://www.nationaltransportmuseum.com.au/events/details/swap-meet-10th-
march-2024

March 22 - 23: Roma Picnic Races in Queensland has been running since
1901. A weekend of racing, wining, dining and dancing. Tickets and
information at https://www.romapicnicraces.com.au/.

March 29 — 31: 2024 Eromanga Campdraft & Rodeo, Queensland. Run over
the Easter long weekend, it promises to have activities for the whole family.
More information at https://www.visitquilpieshire.com/event/2020-eromanga-
campdraft-rodeo/.

Seasonal Updates

As | sit writing this, | can hear reports on the News of catastrophic fire
warnings which have been issued for communities in western Victoria, with
temperatures reaching near 40 degrees, while the rest of the state is on
watch. Multiple fires are burning out of control in the state's west, with two
major fires taking hold in the Grampians National Park. | can only hope that by
the time this hits your inboxes that all fires are out or at the very least under
control. At the same time an intense storm cell passed through Melbourne
causing some flooding, trees down and widespread blackouts. | know that
there have been may severe weather occurrences throughout the country.
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These all serve as a timely reminder to check the conditions, be it for
bushfires, flooding or cyclones, before you head out!

Disclaimer: These events were correct at the time they were added to the Meridian Line; however,
this may have been some time before the actual event. Please make your own enquiries before We

Reader’s Stories

Making our Maps

Being the publishers at Meridian Maps and Westprint Maps we thought that our
readers would enjoy some insight into how we make maps. Cartography, the art and
science of making maps, may be seen as arcane but it is truly satisfying to see a
new map come to fruition.

Making the decision to make a new map is the start of the process. In the early
phases we consider the following:

e Does the area need to be mapped?

e What are the existing maps in the region?

e Would the map fit into our existing range of products?
e Will the map be popular?

Any map we publish will:

e Have our unigue style

e Be thoroughly researched to ensure that we are creating an attractive,
readable, accurate and informative map.

e Meet a niche in the market

Scale, map projection, map sheet size, map series and continuity will all need to
be considered.

Resources

Once a potential new map for publication has been determined, the collating of
information phase begins. There are often plenty of resources available to work with
to create our own unique product.

These resources include:

¢ Government Mapping data available for use
e Open and community source mapping data
e Google Earth/Google Maps

e Existing maps

e Books of the region

e Park notes

e Authoritative websites

e Tourist brochures



Every map is built upon previous maps. Consider Charles Sturt and his expeditions
to central Australia in the 1840’s. The next explorers had Sturt’'s maps to use to help
complete the exploration of Australia. Compare the same area on a modern Australia
map (Meridian Maps 2019) which includes the discoveries of our early explorers.
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Sturt’s Expedition 1844-5-6

Production

It is at this point that the production of the new map begins with the cartographers
starting with the design of the map. Factors to be considered include:

e Map series

e Scale

e Map projection

e Map sheet size, folds and layout

e Product Layout and design

e Location of legend & supporting information

e Cover picture

The map building phase will start with the map base. This is done using a range of
software to create the map. There a number of different software packages which
may be used including lllustrator, Map Publisher; MicroStation, Cad Publisher
Autocad and GIS software. They start with the available national or state digital data
from the government agencies which hold the map data. This may mean collating
the latest digital data from a number of agencies such as water authorities, lands
departments, towns and localities and parks authorities plus road and track data,



combined with data collected in the field by Meridian Maps. This data is then
generated and styled based on the Meridian or Westprint style palette.

Once the map base is prepared a draft is printed so the cartographers and
researchers can start overlaying a wide range of data which will help create a map
useful to:

Bushwalkers

4 Wheel Drivers
Tourists and Travellers
Locals

Businesses

A range of cultural information is then overlayed on the map including:

Local food producers (wineries and artisan food producers)
Petrol stations

Art locations

Roadside rest areas

Waterfalls

Camping and picnic grounds

Caravan parks

Information centres

And much much more
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After cultural overlay

A second draft will be created and proofed and allowing further additions to be made
to the map such as:
e Text boxes with valuable information about the region,
e Government authority notices such as fire notices, park conditions, track
closures,
¢ Kilometre distances between significant road junctions,
e Distance chart,
e Information for the back cover such as websites, acknowledgement of
country, publication data, ISBN, and barcode

Once all this and more is added to the map, the cartographers add the legend panel,
border information such as distance to locations off the map edge, latitude, longitude
and UTM (map grid) values and emergency markers. They place all the text such as
road names, towns, park names, contour intervals, track names, rivers and water
body names and more.

Much of the label placement on maps these days is placed and aligned by an
automatic process within the software, based on a set of rules determined by the
cartographer. However, this auto placement is rarely perfect or even ideal, and the
cartographer will spend some time manually adjusting labels on the map to ensure
maximum legibility and useability for the map user.

Proofing and Checking

Each time a draft version of the map is printed, all the existing information on the
map is proofed to ensure it is accurate and any further information which has been
collated is included. Where possible, we involve the local parks authorities and
community groups as this provides on the ground information about the parks they
manage. This allows for the publication of highly accurate maps which benefits
everyone.

Once a solid base map is created, it is time to take to the road for field checking and
verifying information. This means going out to the region and checking as much of
the information as possible. This leads to further amendments as we identify relevant
features, cultural information, find road name variances and visit local information
centres to further enhance the accuracy of the map.



Cover Image

The cover image is an important part of the finished map. Important features in an
image include:
e Portrait in shape allows for as much leeway to select the right section of the
available image,
e IS representative image of the region, and
e Bright image with depth of field

When all this information is finally together, it results in a map that is ready to
publish. The time from concept to printing can range from 6 to 12 months.

Corrections from users

By the way we love receiving updates from our map users. Whether you see an error
on a map or have been on the road and noted updates, or even can provide track
logs, these all go into our database for the next edition of the map. Once proved
accurate we happily send out a free copy of the next edition of the map as a thank
you to our contributors.

We hope this gives you an idea of the work and effort that goes into making our
maps as interesting and valuable as possible for our users.

If you have a story you would like to contribute to this newsletter, please
send it to rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au.

Meridian Mirth

A few truisms sent in by a regular contributor to the Meridian mirth section.
Some of them give you real pause to reflect. | guess that is why they are
called truisms!

e | find it ironic that the colours red, white, and blue stand for freedom,
until they're flashing behind you.

e | changed my password to "incorrect” so whenever | forget it the
computer will say, "Your password is incorrect."”

¢ Atrtificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity.

e I'm great at multi-tasking--1 can waste time, be unproductive, and
procrastinate all at once.

¢ |f you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind to
blame.

e Never tell your problems to anyone, because 20 percent don't care, and
the other 80 percent are glad you have them.

e Doesn't expecting the unexpected mean that the unexpected is actually
expected?

e Take my advice — I'm not using it.



e Hospitality is the art of making guests feel like they're at home when you
wish they were.

e Television may insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a
computer.

¢ | bought a vacuum cleaner six months ago and so far all it's been doing
Is gathering dust.

e Every time someone comes up with a foolproof solution, along comes a
more-talented fool.

e Behind every great man is a woman rolling her eyes.

e If you keep your feet firmly on the ground, you'll have trouble putting on
your pants.

e A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kick
boxing.

e Ever stop to think and forget to start again?

e | got 8 out 10 on my driver's test--the other two guys managed to jump
out of my way.

e There may be no excuse for laziness, but I'm still looking.

Women spend more time wondering what men are thinking than men

spend thinking.

Give me ambiguity or give me something else.

He who laughs last thinks slowest.

Is it wrong that only one company makes the game Monopoly?

Women sometimes make fools of men, but most guys are the do-it-

yourself type.

| was going to give him a nasty look, but he already had one.

e Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.

e The grass may be greener on the other side but at least you don't have
to mow it.

¢ | like long walks, especially when they're taken by people who annoy

me.

| was going to wear my camouflage shirt today, but | couldn't find it.

If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for you.

Tomatoes are technically a fruit, is ketchup a smoothie?

Money is the root of all wealth.

No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.

To share your jokes, please send them to rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au

Do you have a story?

Articles for this newsletter can be emailed to rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au We
cannot guarantee any item will have a particular publishing date but we do our best
to keep topics and events current.
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The Fine Print
About The Meridian Line

Wherever possible we try to acknowledge the source of all information contained in
this newsletter. We offer no guarantees for accuracy, but we do our best.

Get the Word Out

Feel free to forward this newsletter to any family or friends who you feel might enjoy
a good read. If they would like to receive this newsletter on a regular basis they can
register at: https://meridianmaps.com.au/newsletter/

Using information from this newsletter

You are welcome to use information from this newsletter, but we request that you
kindly acknowledge that the information is from The Meridian Line.

Meridian Contact information

Email: rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au

Disclaimer

Please note that the opinions and articles expressed in The Meridian Line are not necessarily those
of The Meridian team. Also, we do not endorse any products (other than our own), or tours listed in
my contributed articles.
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