
 

The Meridian Line - Sunday 14.04.2024 

"Life isn't about finding yourself. Life is about creating 
yourself." — George Bernard Shaw 

 

The Pyrenees Touring Map – from $14.95 

For the first time ever, you can explore the entire Pyrenees region with ease 
using a comprehensive double-sided map at a scale of 1:50,000. This map 
covers the Pyrenees from Beaufort to Redbank and Navarre to Avoca. It 
serves as an ideal guide for 4-wheel driving and touring, showcasing all the 
tourist activities and notable features of the area, such as wineries, historic 
sites, picnic spots, and more. Additionally, it provides detailed information on 
attractions like the Pyrenees Endurance Track for long-distance hiking, as well 
as the trails around Mt Buangor and Mt Cole. The map also includes pet-
friendly campgrounds, accommodations, local produce markets, petrol 
stations, waterfalls, and other essential tourist information. This map is also 
available in a digital format and as part of a map pack. 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/the-pyrenees-touring-map/ 

Outback Central and South Australia – from $11.95 

This map serves as an exceptional planning resource for the expansive region 
stretching from Broken Hill to the Western Australian border, encompassing 
areas up to Warakurna and across through Alice Springs to Bedourie & 
Birdsville in Queensland. 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/the-pyrenees-touring-map/


 

On the front side, you'll find an abundance of captivating information snippets 
providing insights into the area's highlights. Meanwhile, the reverse side of the 
sheet is brimming with detailed content covering the rich history, geological 
wonders, and pioneering heritage of this vast expanse of Central Australia. 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/outback-central-and-south-
australia/ 

The Great South West Walk – A Guide to Victoria’s Best Long Distance 
Hike - $14.95 

Embark on an unforgettable journey along one of Victoria's premier long-
distance trails with the latest guidebook from the Friends of the Great South 
West Walk. Packed with invaluable insights into the walk itself and the 
breathtaking landscapes it traverses, this guidebook is your ultimate 
companion for exploring the region. Pair it with the Great South West Walk 
Map Guide for a comprehensive and enriching adventure experience. 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/great-south-west-walk-guide-
book/ 

Pilbara and Coral Coast – $14.95 

This waterproof regional map of the Pilbara and Coral Coast is perfect for 
exploring the northern regions of Western Australia. The main map highlights 
the diverse marine attractions around Shark Bay, François Peron National 
Park, and the Ningaloo Reef, extending to include the majestic gorges of 
Karijini, the lush habitats of Millstream Chichester National Park, and the 
magnificent Marble Bar. 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/the-pilbara/ 

Fresh Water Swimming Holes in Victoria - $25.00 

A globally oriented map centred on the Pacific region, featuring relief shading 

to faithfully represent the topography of each country and underwater 

features, along with the International Date Line. This world map boasts a 

detailed index for easy reference, rendering it ideal for educational, 

informational, or decorative purposes. 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/swimming-holes/ 

Meridian Musings 

Hopefully, one of our readers will be able to help Laurie with some 

information. 
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“I’m a long time Westprints Friday Five member and now a Meridian Line 

member.  
I am looking for any information I can get on the condition of the Heather Hwy 
just out of Warburton in WA.  
I last drove along it in 2008, it was terrible and I declared I would never do it 
again. 
I am now wanting to go back that way and wondered if it had been improved. 
I am wondering if you or one of your Meridian Line members has driven it 
lately and could give me any information on its condition.” 
 

If anyone can help please drop me a line at rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au. I 

will them be able to forward the replies to Laurie as well as print the responses 

in a fortnight for anyone else who may be interested. 

Daylight savings officially ended for the year in Victoria, South Australia, NSW, 

Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory at 3am on April 7. Clocks went 

back an hour, so that at 3am it automatically reverted to 2am granting us all 

an extra hour’s sleep. I know that there are many people who are not fans of 

daylight savings but personally, I have always loved it especially on Sunday 

morning when I got to sleep that little bit longer. 

We visited Bendigo for a day during the Bendigo Easter Festival. The weather 

was actually perfect and there were activities galore! There really was 

something for everyone regardless of age. We joined the Chinese Historical 

Walking Tour hosted by the Golden Dragon Museum. It was short but 

fascinating tour through the DAI Gum SAN precinct which is in the centre of 

Bendigo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s New to the Website 

mailto:rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au


Earlier this year, Westprint Maps published a map of Sturt’s Steps in digital 
format only. This digital map covers Charles Sturt’s 1845 expedition into the 
Corner Country. Covering about 1100 kilometres of sealed and unsealed 
roads from Broken Hill to Milparinka, Tibooburra, and Cameron Corner, it 
forms a circular adventure loop. 

 

 

  

 

 

Now to be called 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/corner-country-digital-map/ 

This map proved to be very popular, with many asking if a paper copy was 
available. This prompted us to produce the latest map to join the Meridian 
Maps catalogue - Corner Country – Featuring Sturts Steps which is due to 
arrive from the printers in late April 2024. The digital version above will be 
available in about 1 week online. 

Corner Country – Featuring Sturts Steps – from $12.95. The Corner 
Country is the vast Outback expanse where Queensland and South Australia 
meet in northwestern New South Wales. This region boasts a rich tapestry of 
landforms, river systems, and wildlife for your exploration. 

Experience the dramatic scenery, fascinating history, and exhilarating drives 
amidst the tiny goldfield towns of Milparinka and Tibooburra. Sturt National 
Park, protecting an arid landscape, offers an unparalleled experience. Explore 
the red sand dunes of the Strzelecki Desert, the ancient mesas of the Grey 
Range, the ironstone Gibber Plains, and the world’s longest fence, the Dingo 
Fence. 

Venture across to Mutawintji National Park, a protected expanse rich in 
indigenous heritage and natural wonders, offering an immersive experience in 
the Far West region of New South Wales. The Corner Country awaits your 
exploration, offering a journey through history, nature, and unparalleled 
beauty. Follow Sturt’s steps Touring Route which approximates the route 
taken by Captain Charles Sturt in 1845. Order your copy today and will be 
despatched as soon as it is printed. The map will also available in geoTiff 
digital format for us in moving map software. 



 

 

 

 

 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/corner-country/ 

Silo Art Trail Books  

There has been an amazing response to the Silo Art Books. We have now 
added the Regional Guides to South Australia, Western Australia, Queensland 
and Tasmania as well at the new edition of the Silo Art Ultimate Guide. 

Silo Art Ultimate Guide - $69.95  

Embark on your Australian adventure with the 2024 edition of "Silo Art – The 
Ultimate Guide." This premium coffee table book showcases 60 silos and 150 
water towers adorned with spectacular artistry. Immerse yourself in captivating 
exploration through high-quality photographs, each page unveiling the 
remarkable talent of artists who transform massive structures into breathtaking 
masterpieces. 

 

 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/silo-art-ultimate-guide/ 

Silo Art Trail – Western Australia Regional Guide - $24.95 - The Western 
Australia Regional Guide is your go-to resource for discovering silos and 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/corner-country/
https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/silo-art-ultimate-guide/


water towers across three regions of Western Australia. This charming little 
guide offers the perfect accompaniment as you navigate your way to these 
wonderful artworks along the Australia Silo Art Trail. 

 

 

 

 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/silo-art-trail-wa-regional-guide/ 

Silo Art Trail – South Australia Regional Guide - $14.95 - Explore South 
Australia's artistic landscape with the South Australia Regional Guide, 
showcasing 15 silos, 13 water towers, and 3 street art installations across the 
state. This delightful little guide is the perfect companion for navigating to 
these marvellous artworks along the Australia Silo Art Trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/silo-art-trail-south-australia-
regional-guide/ 

Silo Art Trail – Queensland Regional Guide - $24.95 - The Silo & Water 
Tower Art Guide – Queensland Regional Guide showcases silos and water 
towers across three regions of Queensland. This handy guide serves as the 
ideal companion for exploring these marvellous artworks along the Australia 
Silo Art Trail. 
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https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/silo-art-trail-qld-regional-guide/ 

Silo Art Trail – Escape to Tasmania - $8.95 - The Silo & Water Tower Art 
Guide – Escape to Tasmania highlights 10 water tank/tower locations and 3 
street art locations across Tasmania. This charming guide is the perfect 
companion for discovering these magnificent artworks along the Australia Silo 
Art Trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/silo-art-trail-tasmania/ 

What’s On 

April 11 – 13: Jamba Nyinayi Festival, Cardabia Station is a coastal 
homestead about 1000km north-northwest of Perth, on Baiyungu 
country. This is a unique, local, indigenous arts and cultural showcase owned 
by the Baiyungu Aboriginal Corporations and spearheaded by Traditional 
Owner Hazel Walgar. Jamba Nyinayi is hosted and held on Baiyungu Country. 
https://jnfestival.com.au/ 

April 12 – 14: Gunnendah Show. Gunnedah Show Society held its first show 
in 1888 and has grown to be one of the premier agricultural and entertainment 

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/silo-art-trail-qld-regional-guide/
https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/silo-art-trail-tasmania/
https://jnfestival.com.au/


events in north-west New South Wales. 
https://www.gunnedahshowsociety.com.au/ 

April 19 – 28: Tamworth Regional Heritage Festival and Awards. Discover 
the region’s rich heritage during the Tamworth Regional Heritage Festival. 
Local historians, heritage and cultural groups will share the stories that have 
shaped the community through exhibitions, cultural displays, demonstrations 
and walks across the region. https://www.tamworth.nsw.gov.au/explore/whats-
on/festivals-and-events/tamworth-regional-heritage-festival-and-awards 

April 25: ANZAC Day Commemorations. There are a number of ANZAC 
Day services held throughout the country to recognise and commemorate the 
contribution of all those who have served Australia (including those who died) 
in time of war and in war‑like conflicts. The Australian Government conducts a 
national Anzac Day Dawn Service in Canberra at the Australian War Memorial  
beginning at 5:30 am. 

Please visit the following Returned Service League (RSL) sites to find a 
service near you: 

NSW - https://rslnsw.org.au/commemorations-ceremonies-and-events-
portal/anzac-day-2024-events/ 

VIC - https://rslvic.com.au/anzac-day-services-victoria/ 

QLD - https://www.rslqld.org/whats-on/anzac-day 

SA & NT - 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61552d4e258d894f25b838ad/t/660b83
4f6cd59a093065ecc5/1712030543497/ANZAC+Day+Services+as+at+2.4.24.
pdf 

WA - https://www.rslwa.org.au/events/find-an-anzac-day-service 

TAS – will be listed on https://www.rsltas.org.au/whats-on/anzac-day/ 

May 3 – 4: Narooma Oyster Festival. Join growers, chefs and shuckers to 
celebrate the rock oyster on the shores of Wagonga Inlet, Narooma. 
https://www.naroomaoysterfestival.com/?dclid=CPiYmdHXm4UDFUZJnQkdDf
QONA&fbclid=IwAR3JgTZ2jKYDBrXY81jpFAHuNek5RthazWY2Wov6Hzn__
W0lChdlLs4WS40 

May 4: Swap Meet Hosted by Toyota Landcruiser Club of Australia in 
Cabramatta NSW. Once-a-year opportunity to make or save money on 
second hand 4WD parts and camping gear. Trade your unwanted parts and 
accessories for cash, or just come along to pick up a bargain. Perhaps there 
might even be a 4WD for sale!  
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https://allevents.in/liverpool/tlcc-4x4-swap-meet-
cabramatta/200026254298434#google_vignette 

 

Seasonal Updates 

Floods, bushfires, planned back burning, regular maintenance, seasonal 
closures, once in a hundred year weather event – there are so many things 
that can contribute to road and/or Park closures. We try and include updates 
to closures where possible but these are often ones where notice can be 
given and are usually seasonal in nature. 

For more regular updates on closures, please check our facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/MeridianWestprintMaps as we try to include 
warnings and advice as we become aware of them. 

The Three Capes Track and Fortescue Bay Campground in Tasmania will be 
closed from 8 April – 21 April 2024 for planned burn operations and annual 
maintenance. 

Toilets will no longer be available at Gunners Cottage at Fort Nepean, in 
Vitoria from 15 April 2024. Alternative toilets are located at the Quarantine 
Station and Fort Nepean. 

Future closures of the Anne Beadell Highway by the Department of Defence 
are 6th May 2024 to 9th June 2024. 

Recent flooding events have resulted in a number of road closures.  The 
National Parks and Wildlife Service in South Australia have advised of the 
following in Innamincka Regional Reserve and Malkumba Coongie Lakes 
National Park: 
Coongie Track Innamincka to Kudriemitchie Campground – Closed due to 
flood damage 
Coongie Track Kudriemitchie Campground to Malkumba Coongie Lakes 
National Park – Closed due to localised 
15 Mile Track – Closed due to flood damage 
Merninie Loop – Closed due to flood damage 
Cullyamurra Waterhole – Closed due to flood damage 
Burke’s Grave – Closed due to rain 
Queerbdie – Closed due to rain 
Policemans – Closed due to flood damage 
Kings Marker – Closed due to flood damage 
Ski Beach Campground – Closed due to flood damage 
Wills Grave – Closed due to flood damage 
Minkie Waterhole Campground – Closed due to flood damage 

https://allevents.in/liverpool/tlcc-4x4-swap-meet-cabramatta/200026254298434#google_vignette
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Old Strzelecki Track (on Innamincka Regional Reserve only) – Closed due to 
flood damage 
Bore Track North – Closed due to flood damage 
Bore Track South – Closed indefinitely. 
Walker Crossing Public Access Route – Closed for Public Safety, by order of 
the Pastoral Board of South Australia. 
For a full copy of the latest Dessert Parks Bulletin, please refer to: 
https://meridianmaps.com.au/deserts-pass-update/ 
 
The Witjira National Park is open to 4WD only. Tracks in the park are graded 
in May/June every year. 
 
From November to May each year, motorists and visitors to Bribie Island 
National Park and Recreation Area in Queensland are asked to minimise 
disturbance and human impacts to marine turtles. During this time, turtles 
crossing the beach to lay their eggs or hatchlings making their way to the 
water for the first time.  
 
Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service is undertaking phase two operations of 
the wild fallow deer control project within the Walls of Jerusalem National Park 
and the western section of the Central Plateau Conservation Area. The control 
area will be closed to all users from Monday 29 April to Sunday 2 June 2024.  
Areas closed to public access: 
Walls of Jerusalem National Park 
Central Plateau Conservation Area, west of Highland Lakes Road and north of 
Marlborough Rd and Lyell Highway 
Tracks that start within the Meander Conservation Area and Great Western 
Tiers Conservation Area west of Highland Lakes Road. To keep up to date 
with any closures check https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/know-
before-you-go/alerts 
 
The South Australia Country Fire Service has officially extended the fire 
season in the lower east part of the State until April 30. To learn more about 
what this means go to  https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/warnings-
restrictions/restrictions/what-can-i-do-what-cant-i-do/. 
 

Disclaimer: These events were correct at the time they were added to the Meridian Line; however, 
this may have been some time before the actual event. Please make your own enquiries before 
travelling to an event. 

Reader’s Stories  

Lake Eyre 

Lake Eyre, Australia's largest inland lake and one of the world's largest salt 
lakes, sits 15 metres below sea level, marking the lowest point in the country.  

https://meridianmaps.com.au/deserts-pass-update/
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Lake Eyre was named after English Explorer Edward John Eyre in 1840, who 
lead South Australian expeditions in the 1800s. 'Kati Thanda' is the original 
name of Lake Eyre given to it by the local Arabuna People. The area holds 
deep cultural significance for the indigenous Arabuna People, its waters 
intertwined with stories of creation and ancestral spirits. Native Title of Lake 
Eyre (Kati Thanda) was granted to the Arabuna People in May, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanning across three states and the Northern Territory, Lake Eyre Basin 
includes two distinct depressions: Lake Eyre North (8,430 square km) and 
Lake Eyre South (1,260 sq km). The vastness of the north lake, stretching 
144km in length and 77km in width, contrasts with the smaller south lake, 
measuring 64km long and 24km wide. Lake Eyre is predominantly dry and 
salt-covered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake Eyre receives water from major tributaries; the Diamantina and Georgina 
River systems and Cooper Creek. However, the unpredictability of water flow 
to the lake stems from high evaporation rates and the rivers often diverting 

Image: Traveloutbackaustralia.com 

 



into numerous channels along the way. Cooper Creek typically terminates at 
the Coongie Lakes wetlands north of Innamincka. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western tributaries, including the Neales and Macumba rivers, have 
occasionally filled Lake Eyre South in notable events like those of 1984 and 
1989. These instances, where water overflowed from Lake Eyre South to Lake 
Eyre North, are rare, as typically, the northern lake fills first and subsequently 
overflows into the southern part. 

The prospect of water in Lake Eyre generates excitement among locals and 
tourists alike, although access to the remote area is limited to two public 
access routes departing from the Oodnadatta Track. Due to its remote 
location, assessing water levels in the lake is predominantly done from aerial 
perspectives, utilizing satellite imagery. 

Approximately once every eight years, a convergence of channels, streams, 
and floodplains occurs in Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre National Park. Recent 
rainfall in January and February 2024, associated with tropical lows and 
Tropical Cyclone Kirrily, has brought relief to the Lake Eyre basin, particularly 
in southwestern Queensland. Notably, a major flood on the Diamantina River 
peaked at 7 meters in February, passing through Birdsville and Goyders 
Lagoon before reaching Lake Eyre North. The slow influx of water into the 
lake is now flooding Belt Bay, the lowest point of Lake Eyre. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When these rivers flow into Lake Eyre, it becomes a temporary oasis in the 
desert. This phenomenon, known as a 'filling event,' attracts an array of 
wildlife, including pelicans, silver gulls, red-necked avocets, banded stilts, and 
gull-billed terns. The lake transforms into a breeding site during these periods, 
bustling with species adapted to saline environments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image: australianairsafaris.com.au 

 



If you have any stories that you would like to contribute based on places that 
you might have been, drop me a line at rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au. 

Meridian Mirth 

Thank you for these jokes sent in by Simon, Carolyn and our regular 
contributor! To share your jokes, please send them to 
rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au 
 
After every flight, UPS pilots fill out a form, called a “gripe sheet,” which tells 
mechanics about problems with the aircraft. The mechanics correct the 
problems, document their repairs on the form, and then pilots review the gripe 
sheets before the next flight. Never let it be said that ground crews lack a 
sense of humour. Here are some actual maintenance complaints submitted by 
UPS pilots (marked with a P) and the solutions recorded (marked with an S) 
by maintenance engineers. 
 
P: Left inside main tyre almost needs replacement. 
S: Almost replaced left inside main tyre. 
 
P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough. 
S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 
 
P: Something loose in cockpit 
S: Something tightened in cockpit 
 
P: Dead bugs on windshield. 
S: Live bugs on back-order. 
 
P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 feet per minute descent 
S: Cannot reproduce problem on ground. 
  
P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. 
S: Evidence removed. 
  
P: DME volume unbelievably loud. 
S: DME volume set to more believable level. 
  
P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 
S: That’s what friction locks are for. 
  
P: IFF inoperative in OFF mode. 
S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 
 
P: Number 3 engine missing. 
S: Engine found on right wing after brief search. 

mailto:rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au
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P: Aircraft handles funny. 
S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, and be serious. 
  
P: Target radar hums. 
S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics. 
  
P: Mouse in cockpit. 
S: Cat installed. 

 

While cruising at 40,000 feet, the airplane shuddered, and Mr. Benson looked 
out the window. “Good lord!” he screamed, “one of the engines just blew up!” 
Other passengers left their seats and came running over. Suddenly the aircraft 
was rocked by a second blast as yet another engine exploded on the other 
side. 
The passengers were in a panic now, and even the flight attendants couldn’t 
maintain order. Just then, standing tall and smiling confidently, the pilot strode 
from the cockpit and assured everyone that there was nothing to worry about. 
His words and his demeanour made most of the passengers feel better, and 
they sat down as the pilot calmly walked to the door of the aircraft. There, he 
grabbed several packages from under the seats and began handing them to 
the flight attendants. Each crew member attached the package to their back. 
“Hey,” spoke up an alert passenger, “aren’t those parachutes?” The pilot said 
they were. The passenger went on, “But I thought you said there was nothing 
to worry about?” 



“There isn’t,” replied the pilot as a third engine exploded. “We’re going to get 
help” 
 
 
At a recent computer expo, Bill Gates reportedly compared the computer 
industry with the auto industry and stated: "If GM had kept up with technology 
like the computer industry has, we would all be driving twenty-five dollar cars 
that got 1000 miles to the gallon." In response to Bill's comments, General 
Motors issued a press release stating: 
"Yes, but would you want your car to crash twice a day?" 
Then others added these comments: 
1. Every time they repainted the lines on the road you would have to buy a 
new car. 
2. Occasionally your car would die on the freeway for no reason, and you 
would just accept this, restart and drive on. 
3. Occasionally, executing a manoeuvre such as a left turn would cause your 
car to stop and fail and you would have to re-install the engine. For some 
strange reason, you would accept this too. 
4. You could only have one person in the car at a time, unless you bought 
Car95 or CarNT. But then you would have to buy more seats. 
5. Macintosh would make a car that was powered by the sun, was reliable, 
five times as fast, twice as easy to drive, but would only run on five percent of 
the roads. 
6. The Macintosh car owners would get expensive Microsoft upgrades to their 
cars, which would make their cars run much slower. 
7. The oil, gas and alternator warning lights would be replaced by a single 
"general car fault" warning light. 
8. New seats would force everyone to have the same size butt. 
9. The airbag system would say are you sure? before going off. 
10. If you were involved in a crash, you would have no idea what happened. 
11. Occasionally, for no reason whatsoever, your car would lock you out and 
refuse to let you in until you simultaneously lifted the door handle, turned the 
key, and grabbed hold of the radio antenna. 
12. GM would require all car buyers to also purchase a deluxe set of Rand 
McNally road maps (now a GM subsidiary), even though they neither needed 
nor wanted them. Attempting to delete this option would immediately cause 
car's performance to diminish by 50% or more. Moreover, GM would become 
the target of investigation by the Justice Department. 
13. Every time GM would introduce a new model car buyers would have to 
learn how to drive all over again because none of the controls would operate 
in the same manner as the old car. 
14. You'd press the "start" button to shut off the engine. 



 
Do you have a story? 

Articles for this newsletter can be emailed to rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au We 
cannot guarantee any item will have a particular publishing date but we do our best 
to keep topics and events current. 

The Fine Print 

About The Meridian Line 

Wherever possible we try to acknowledge the source of all information contained in 
this newsletter. We offer no guarantees for accuracy, but we do our best.  

Get the Word Out 

Feel free to forward this newsletter to any family or friends who you feel might enjoy 
a good read. If they would like to receive this newsletter on a regular basis they can 
register at: https://meridianmaps.com.au/newsletter/ 

Using information from this newsletter  

You are welcome to use information from this newsletter, but we request that you 
kindly acknowledge that the information is from The Meridian Line. 

Meridian Contact information 

Email: rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au 

Disclaimer 

Please note that the opinions and articles expressed in The Meridian Line are not necessarily those 
of The Meridian team. Also, we do not endorse any products (other than our own), or tours listed in 
my contributed articles.     
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