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Wombat State Forest Map — from $14.95

This comprehensive, double-sided map covers the entire Wombat State
Forest, extending from Daylesford through to Woodend and the Macedon
Ranges. It’s an ideal resource for four-wheel drivers, holidaymakers,



bushwalkers, and day-trippers looking to explore the region. The map
highlights key tourist attractions such as wineries, historic mines, mineral
spas, picnic areas, and more. It also features popular routes including the
Great Dividing Trail and the Wombat Forest Drive. The latest edition of the
map now includes information on pet-friendly campgrounds, local
accommodation, regional produce, petrol stations, waterfalls, and other useful
tourist details. Whether you're planning a weekend getaway or an off-road
adventure, this map is the perfect companion for discovering all that the
Wombat State Forest has to offer.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/wombat-state-forest-4wd-map/

Plenty and Sandover Highways — from $14.95

The Plenty and Sandover Highways provide the most direct—and scenic—
route from Alice Springs to Boulia, Mount Isa, and western Queensland. Far
more interesting than the bitumen alternatives, these roads lead you through
little-known but fascinating spots like the fossicking fields near Gemtree, the
Boxhole Meteorite Crater, and the Aboriginal community of Atitjere, where
local art is available for purchase. The route crosses diverse landscapes, from
spinifex plains and mulga woodlands to Queensland’s Channel Country. Like
all Westprint maps, this one features extensive historical and tourist
information, with numbered symbols linked to detailed site descriptions. It
clearly marks distances, fuel stops, rest areas, caravan parks, and campsites.
Explorer routes are colour-coded, and GPS coordinates are included
throughout. Coverage includes the Plenty Highway, part of the Sandover
Highway, the Diamantina Developmental Road, Birdsville, and Dajarra. It's
ideal for four-wheel drivers, campers, and anyone keen to explore the heart of
Australia.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/plenty-and-sandover-highways/

Nullarbor Plain Tourist Map — from $9.95

Embark on one of Australia’s most iconic road trips with this beautifully
illustrated map of the Nullarbor Plain, stretching from Adelaide to Perth.
Published by Carto Graphics, this double-sided, folded map offers detailed
road information along with fascinating travel notes—making it the perfect
companion for your journey across the vast and unforgettable Nullarbor.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/nullabor-plain-tourist-map/

Discovering Natural Northern Territory - $34.95

The Northern Territory is a paradise for outdoor lovers—Australia’s most
iconic desert destination and a must-visit for anyone who enjoys the outback.
Home to world-renowned national parks like Uluru-Kata Tjuta and Kakadu, the
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NT also boasts dozens of lesser-known parks waiting to be explored. These
natural areas offer an abundance of walking trails, 4WD routes, scenic
lookouts, cultural sites, wildlife encounters, and camping adventures. This
book is your guide to making the most of the NT’s wild places, showcasing the
very best the Territory has to offer—whatever your outdoor interests. It
features over 150 full-colour photographs, dozens of detailed maps, and a
handy summary table highlighting key facilities and attractions to help you find
the perfect destination for your next adventure.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/discovering-natural-northern-
territory/

Off the Leash in Australia - $37.95

Off the Leash in Australia is your ultimate guide to the best dog-friendly travel
experiences across the country. Written by travel blogger Shandos Cleaver
(@travelnuity), who has explored Australia extensively with her Miniature
Dachshund, Schnitzel, this book is packed with practical tips for anyone hitting
the road with their four-legged companion. Whether you're new to travelling
with your dog or already have a few adventures under your belt, this guide
makes trip planning easier and less stressful. It features top dog-friendly
destinations in each state, along with recommended pet-friendly
accommodation, scenic sights, nature-based activities, and unforgettable
bucket-list experiences to enjoy with your pup. With a stylish design, helpful
maps, and loads of useful information, Off the Leash in Australia is the perfect
companion for planning day trips or longer getaways with your furry family
member.

https://meridianmaps.com.au/product/ultimate-4wd-tracks/

Meridian Musings

Confession — I've been a little distracted over the past fortnight. Our daughter
was expecting her first child—our very first grandchild! She lives in Sydney
with her husband, and since we’re based in Melbourne, that does pose a few
logistical challenges. To add to the excitement, the baby was due just one
week after our daughter’s birthday. Did | mention our daughter already shares
a birthday with her father? So naturally, for the past nine months, the big
guestion has been: would this little one make it a hat-trick and arrive on the
same day? We had a plan to drive up to Sydney and arrive a few days before
the actual due date—but of course, this was all subject to change depending
on if baby decided to make an early appearance. Sure enough, on the
evening of their shared birthday, we got the call—baby was on the way a little
earlier than expected! Labour continued through the night, and it wasn'’t until
the next day that our beautiful granddaughter entered the world. Mum, baby,
and even Dad are all doing well. As for the grandparents—we hit the road at
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the crack of dawn and made it to Sydney just in time for visiting hours on the
day she was born. We’re completely smitten and she already has us wrapped
around her little finger!

What’s New To The Website

There have been so many new books and maps added to the website over
the last few months but no new arrivals this month.

In case you missed it, here’s a recap:

4WD Adventures — Australia’s Top 100 Tracks
3001 Things to see & do around Australia
Australia Map (Meridian Maps) 4th Edition

4WD Treks Close to Brisbane

My Memories of Pushing Goog’s Track

Ultimate 4WD Tracks: Australia

AWD Treks of Northeast NSW

4WD Glovebox Guide

Road Trips Australia

Where to Camp Guide Australia

Caravan Parks 6 Australia Wide

Camps 12 Easy Read Edition (B4)

Camps 12 Standard Edition

Wildflower Journeys through Southwest Australia
Escape to Nature: Visit 75 of Australia’s Nat Parks
Ultimate Cycling Trips: Australia

Australia’s Ultimate Bucket List 2nd Edition

Kids Lap Bible

Off the Leash in Australia

Marcia Langton: Welcome to Country 2nd Edition
Spotto Books

Best Walks of South Coast WA

Best Walks of South West WA

Australia’s Best 50 Multi-Day Walks

Mid North Coast New South Wales (Hema)
Brisbane to Cairns Touring Map (Hema)

North East New South Wales Coffs Harbour to Brisbane (Hema)
Snowy McKillops Lakes Entrance Adventure Map (Rooftop Maps)
Blackwood Tourist Map (Meridian Maps)

Googs Track 5th Edition (Westprint Maps)
Googs Track Digital 5e (Westprint Maps)

| didn’t realise how many there were until | actually listed them all!

https://meridianmaps.com.au/
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Seasonal Updates

Please be aware that road and park closures are constantly changing and it is
always best to check for changes before you set out.

For more regular updates on closures, please check our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/MeridianWestprintMaps as we try to include
warnings and advice as we become aware of them.

The latest Desert Parks Bulletin has been uploaded to our website. For this
and other Desert Pass updates, please go to
https://meridianmaps.com.au/deserts-pass-update/

As | write this, parts of NSW is experiencing heavy rainfall and flooding with
more heavy rain likely on the Mid North Coast and in parts of the Northern
Rivers, Hunter, Northern Tablelands and North West Slopes and Plains. There
are more than 120 flood warnings in place for the region, including major flood
warnings for the Macleay, Hastings, and Manning rivers. There are currently
many roads closed and evacuation orders in place. If you need to travel in
these areas, please heed all warnings and check
https://www.livetraffic.com/ before travelling.

In Victoria, seasonal road closures generally operate from after the King's
Birthday long weekend in June through to the end of October, but the closures
may be extended if conditions are not suitable to safely re-open the roads. For
a full list of all 2025 closures, please refer to the Parks Vic website
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/safety-in-nature/seasonal-road-
closures.

Camping at 131 of Parks Victoria’s paid campgrounds is free of charge until
30 June 2025. From 1 July 2025, the Victorian Government will

reintroduce half-price camping at Parks Victoria’s paid campgrounds™\ for the
next two years. For stays up to 17 December 2025, including July and
September school holidays, Grand Final weekend and Melbourne Cup
weekend, bookings will open at 10am from Monday 2 June:

2 June: Tidal River camping

3 June: No openings

4 June: Popular campgrounds

5 June: Multi-day adventures

6 June: All other bookable sites across the state

Bookings for stays from 18 December 2025 to 1 March 2026 will open from 30
June 2025.
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The Sawback Track in Tasmania will be closed for the winter period from June
16. It is likely to reopen in November. Vehicle access to Adamsfield is still
available via Clearhill Road (and the Morley Track).

There are still flooded or weather impacted road closures in Queensland.
Please check the website before travelling. https://aldtraffic.qld.gov.au/

Cabhills Crossing causeway in the Northern Territory is open; however, water
levels remain high and the causeway is impassable, except for high clearance
vehicles. The viewing platforms to see the crocodiles are open.

A number of roads are closed in the Kakadu area and will reopen for the 2025
dry season. Please check the website before planning any travel.
https://kakadu.gov.au/access/

Disclaimer: These events were correct at the time they were added to the Meridian Line; however,
this may have been some time before the actual event. Please make your own enquiries before
travelling to an event.

What’s On

5—15 June: Dark MOFO in Hobart Tasmania. This provocative midwinter
festival was created by the Museum of Old and New Art (MONA) and
celebrates dark and ancient pagan rituals. Everywhere you turn in Hobart (and
beyond), there is music, art, food, and film.

https://darkmofo.net.au/

6 — 9 June: Finke Desert Race in Alice Springs in the Northern Territory. An
off road, multi terrain two-day race for bikes, cars & buggies through desert
country from Alice Springs to the small Aputula (Finke) community. One of the
biggest annual sporting events in the Northern Territory.

https://finkedesertrace.com.au/

13 - 14 June: Shearers Shindig in Thargomindah SW Queensland. Family
friendly weekend full of entertainment including colour run, quick shear heats,
pig races, market and food stalls.

https://www.explorebulloo.com.au/events/event/36/new-date-quick-
shears-shearers-shindig-2025

13 - 15 June: Coober Pedy Opal Festival Heart of the Outback in Coober
Pedy, South Australia. Celebrating everything that makes the community
unique from the opals to the fascinating underground world and the vastness
of the outback. Array of activities for children, delicious food stalls, unique
crafts, and a street parade. Discover the opal heritage, underground marvels
and the outback spirit.
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https://opalfestival.com.au/

20 June: Solstice in the Square in George Town, Tasmania. Explore the
balance between darkness and light and enjoy an evening of fireside warmth,
live music, delicious food, and mulled wine. Celebrate connection and
renewal, embracing the quiet magic and mystery of winter’s longest night in
Northern Tasmania.

https://georgetown.tas.gov.au/solstice-in-the-square

21 June: Mansfield lantern Festival in Mansfield, Victoria. Celebrating the
longest night of the year, Mansfield Lantern Festival has evolved into an
annual event in Victoria’s High Country. Highlights will include a lantern
parade and open fires, music, performance artists, exhibitions and market
stalls showcasing the amazing, food, wine, craft beer and spirits produced in
and around Mansfield.

https://www.mansfieldlanternfestival.com.au/

21 June: Frost and Fire in Forbes, NSW. Celebrate the Winter Solstice with
friendly people, hearty food, fire buckets, boutique brews, fire performances
and pyrotechnics, nationally renowned musicians, local artists, amazing live
acts and Wiradjuri cultural performances.

https://www.amazingforbesnsw.com/frost-and-fire/

28 — 29 June: Birdsville Campdraft, Rodeo and Bronco Branding in Birdsville,
Queensland. Action-packed event showcasing the talents of professional bushmen
and women. Teams compete to brand cattle using traditional methods, keeping the
spirit of the bush alive. Includes a campdraft competition and a rodeo.

https://www.thediamantina.com.au/events-
1?action=qgetProduct&productld=56b2663e2cbcbe7073adfe03

28 — 29 June: Birdsville Horse and Motorbike Gymkhana in Birdsville,
Queensland. Skilled bushmen and women demonstrate their craft at the Bronco
Branding Yards. See horsemanship skills on Saturday with barrel, flag and herding
races. Horsepower is then replaced by dirt bikes and quads on Sunday, and the
same events are re-enacted on wheels. Plenty of onsite catering, loads of live music
and evening entertainment.

https://www.thediamantina.com.au/events-
1?action=getProduct&productld=56b2663baeeeaaf773cf8d15
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Do you have a story?

If you've got a trip or tips to share, we’'d love to hear from you -
rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au .

Walking and Hiking With Dogs

With the exception of assistance animals, dogs are generally not allowed in
National Parks throughout Australia. This restriction also applies to beaches
located within park boundaries, although some states do make specific
exceptions. Where dogs are permitted, they must be on a leash and under the
owner's control at all times.

Dogs are banned from National Parks in every state and territory due to the
serious threat they pose to native wildlife if they escape and become feral.
Feral cats have a devastating impact on Australia's biodiversity.

National Parks were established, in part, as safe havens for native plants and
animals. While dogs are much-loved members of many families, their
presence—even if unintentional—can be harmful to the environment. For
example, dogs can:

« Scare or stress native animals through their presence or scent
« chase wildlife and therefore disturb their habitat,
» disturb the experience of the walk for other visitors

« spread diseases or contribute to the distribution of invasive plants.


mailto:rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au

For these reasons, domestic animals - including caged birds - are generally
not allowed in National Parks. On the spot fines apply for bringing pets into
restricted areas.

Assistance dogs are allowed in National Parks, but certain rules apply.
Handlers must carry valid proof such as an identification card from an
accredited dog training provider or a public transport assistance pass to prove
that the dog is an assistance animal. The dogs must wear clear identification,
remain on a leash and must not pose a threat to native wildlife. Assistance
dogs are permitted only in designated visitor areas, such as picnic spots and
walking trails. Handlers are also responsible for cleaning up after their dogs
and disposing of waste outside the park.

\
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If you are travelling through a National Park with a dog, it must remain inside
the vehicle at all times. Travel is restricted to publicly accessible roads marked
on a map and stopping at day use areas, lookouts, or other park facilities is
not allowed. Leaving your dog locked in a vehicle while you go for a walk or
explore the area is also not permitted.

While most National Parks restrict pets, some Conservation Parks, State
Forests, Recreation Areas, and even designated parts of certain National
Parks do allow them. These rules vary by state, so it's important to check local
regulations before you go.



Victoria

In Victoria, dogs are generally allowed in all State Forests, except for
Murrindindi Scenic Reserve and Stevensons Falls Reserve. Where dogs
are permitted, they must be kept on a leash or under the direct control of their
owners at all times. This rule applies to all day use areas and campgrounds.

Additionally, dogs are permitted in specified areas of the following five
National Parks in Victoria.

Greater Bendigo National Park on lead on specified roads and trails in the
One Tree Hill section only. Nearby Bendigo Regional Park and State Forests
permit dog walking.

Great Otway National Park Only on the following specified area - St George
River Track, Lake Elizabeth Visitor and Camping Areas and walking tracks,
Ironbark Basin Picnic Area, Southside Beach, Addiscott Beach, Point Addis to
Anglesea via beach and Surf Coast Walk, Ironbark Gorge Walking Track,
Ocean View Walking Track and all areas at Johanna Beach. The nearby
Otway Forest Park permits dogs on lead in all areas.

Heathcote-Graytown National Park on lead in the Mclvor Range area of the
Park.

Kinglake National Park on lead in the Frank Thomson Reserve.

Lake Eildon National Park Jerusalem Creek Campground.



New South Wales

In New South Wales, dogs are not permitted in National Parks. The only
exception is for people with disabilities, who may be accompanied by trained
assistance animals in all public areas of the park.

Dogs are, however, welcome in all State Forests and the following Regional
Parks, provided they are under control and comply with local regulations.

Berowra Valley Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash on
Bellamy trail between Bellamy Street and De Saxe Close, Daphne tralil
between Tuscan Way (at the end of Daphne Close) and Patricia Place, and
Clarinda trail, between Clarinda Street and Simon Place.

Blue Gum Hills Regional Park and Bomaderry Creek Regional Park dogs
are permitted whilst on a leash but need to be kept away from picnic areas
and children's play areas.

Coffs Coast Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash at Hearns
Lake Beach, Darkum Beach, Corindi/Pipe Clay Beach, Emerald Beach, north
of Fiddamans Creek and south of Diggers Head, Woolgoolga Back Beach and
Woolgoolga Lake.

Euston Regional Park dogs are permitted on a leash in all areas.

Goolawah Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash at Delicate
campground and Delicate Beach.

Hill End Historic Site dogs are permitted whilst on a leash at campgrounds,
picnic areas, public roads and walking tracks.

Leacock Regional Park dogs are permitted in all areas whilst on a leash.

Murray Valley Regional Park dogs are permitted in all areas whilst on a
leash.



Murrumbidgee Valley Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash at
Bunyip Hole campground and Wooloondool campground.

Ngula Bulgarabang Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash.

Parramatta River Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash on
designated walking tracks in the park and in the nearby foreshore parks to the
east and west.

Rouse Hill Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash in all areas
except hired pavilions and children's play areas.

William Howe Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash in all
areas.

Wolli Creek Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash in all areas.

Worimi Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash on a 3km section
of the beach south of Birubi Headland.

Yellomundee Regional Park dogs are permitted whilst on a leash: Coreena
and Burrawang bridle trails and management trail along the Nepean River.

South Australia

South Australia is more accommodating to dogs in National Parks than many
other States. Dogs are welcome in many parks; however, they must always be
on a leash. Owners are also required to pick up after their dogs and dispose of
waste outside the park.

Dogs on leads are permitted in the following National Parks:
Anstey Hill Recreation Park
Para Wirra Conservation Park

Cobbler Creek Recreation Park



Wara Wayingga-Tennyson Dunes Conservation Reserve
Marino Conservation Park

O’Halloran Hill Recreation Park

Shepherds Hill Recreation Park

Sturt Gorge Recreation Park

Onkaparinga River Recreation Park
Glenthorne National Park-Ityamaiitpinna Yarta
Belair National Park

Brownhill Creek Recreation Park

Greenhill Recreation Park

Totness Recreation Park

Morialta Conservation Park only allowed in the Morialta picnic area and
along Morialta Falls Road to the Morialta Falls car park.

Mount George Conservation Park

Blackwood Forest Recreation Park allowed off leash area but must remain
under effective control at all times.

Western Australia

Domestic pets are not permitted in National Parks, Conservation Parks,
Nature Reserves, Marine Parks or Marine Nature Reserves.

However, dogs are allowed in some State Forests, Water Catchments,
Recreation Parks and Reserves.



In the Parks listed below, dogs are welcome but must be kept on a leash at all
times remain in designated areas, such as specified sections of the park,
campsites, or day use areas.

Big Brook Arboretum

Blackwood River National Park — Sues Bridge, Warner Glen, Sandy Cape
Recreation Park Jurien Bay,

Lane Poole Reserve — Baden Powell, Charlies Flat, Chuditch, Nanga
Brook, Nanga Mill, Nanga Townsite, Stringers, Tonys Bend, Yarragil,

Logue Brook permitted in some recreation areas of Dwellingup State Forest
but must be kept in control and on a leash at all times.

Rapids Conservation Park — Canebrook Pool, Stockton Lake.

Northern Territory

In the Northern Territory, pets are generally not permitted in Parks and
Reserves. The exception is for assistance animals, which are allowed in all
parks when accompanied by valid accreditation.

Dogs are permitted only in designated areas of specific Parks and Reserves.
These areas are clearly marked, and owners must ensure their dogs are kept
on a leash and under control at all times.

Darwin Region

George Brown Darwin Botanic Gardens - off lead but not in children’s
playground.

Casuarina Coastal Reserve - check signs - on or off lead in some areas, No
Dogs in others. No dogs on the beach between Lee Point and Buffalo Creek.

Holmes Jungle Nature Park - walking tracks and carparks only.



Buffalo Creek Management Area - carpark only.
Charles Darwin National Park - sealed roads and carparks only.
Howard Springs Nature Park - carpark on western park entry side only.

Tree Point Conservation Area - dogs are permitted whilst on a leash in all
areas.

Oolloo Crossing - dogs are permitted whilst on a leash in all areas.

Katherine Reqgion

Judbarra / Gregory National Park - carparks only along the Victoria River
Highway.

Cutta Cutta Caves - carpark only.
Keep River National Park - Cockatoo Lagoon carpark only.

Limmen National Park - Butterfly Falls carpark & Munbililla Campground.

Queensland

Dogs and other pets are welcome in some Conservation Parks, State Forests,
and Recreation Areas, but they are not permitted in National Parks.

Certified support dogs are an exception and are allowed in public areas of
Queensland’s parks and forests, including camping areas, as long as they
meet accreditation requirements.

To help visitors understand where pets are permitted, the following standard
signs and symbols clearly indicate areas where pets are welcome or
restricted.
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Dogs permitted on leash—dogs are permitted provided they are on a leash
and under effective control at all times. Waste must be collected and disposed
of outside the Park.

Fi -3

Domestic animals prohibited - Pets are not permitted in the area.

Barakula State Forest - dogs are permitted in Dogwood Creek camping
area—they must be on a lead and under control at all times.

Anamoor State Forest — dogs are permitted at Amama day use area,
Amamoor Creek camping area and Amamoor Creek hiking trail. Dogs are not
permitted at Cedar Grove camping area, rainforest walk or hiking trail.

Benarkin State Forest — dogs are permitted in Clancys camping area and
Emu Creek day use area.

Brooyar State Forest - dogs must be under control and on a leash at all
times.

Cardwell State Forest — dogs are not permitted in the neighbouring National
Parks including the walk to Attie Creek falls. They must be under control and
on a leash at all times in all other areas.

Bunyaville Conservation Park, Cathu State Forest, Cordalba State
Forest and Coominglah State Forest — dogs must be under control and on a
leash at all times.

Daisy Hill Conservation Park - dogs are only permitted in the picnic areas
and on the walking tracks and shared trails designated with the dog walking
symbol. Dogs are not permitted on the mountain bike and horse trails.

Inskip Peninsula Recreation Area, Earl Hill Conservation Park,
Minjerribah Recreation Area, Kalpowar State Forest and Moggill
Conservation Park dogs must be under control and on a leash at all times.



Moreton Bay Marine Park - dogs must be kept under control or secured
when near a flock of shorebirds.

Samford Conservation Park, Tuan State Forest, Tumoulin State Forest,
Tumoulin Forest Reserve, Vernon State Forest, Wongabel State Forest,
Wongi State Forest and Yarraman State Forest - dogs must be under
control and on a leash at all times.

Smithfield Conservation Park on lead on all shared access trails. All other
domestic animals are not permitted in the Conservation Park.

Tasmania

As a general rule, dogs and other pets are not allowed into most of
Tasmania's National Parks and Reserves unless authorised. Assistance dogs
are an exception and are permitted in National Parks and Reserves. However,
they must meet the following requirements: they must be an accredited
assistance dog actively working to assist a person with a disability and the dog
is trained to meet the standards of hygiene and behaviour that are appropriate
for a dog in a public place .

There are also some Reserves around Tasmania where dogs may be allowed.
These areas typically have designated rules that must be followed to ensure
the safety of wildlife and the park’s visitors.

Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area dogs on leash are permitted in some
areas, including all areas north of Temma and in the Sandy Cape campsite.
Must be confined to vehicles while travelling on the Sandy Cape Track.

Bay of Fires Conservation Area dogs on leash are permitted in some areas
and seasonally restricted in some areas. They are not permitted in
neighbouring Mount William National Park.



Coles Bay Conservation Area dogs can be taken in some areas, with
seasonal restrictions on whether dogs can be on or off lead. Not permitted in
neighbouring Freycinet National Park.

Eaglehawk Neck Historic Site, Tessellated Pavement State Reserve and
Pirates Bay Nature Recreation Area- these reserves are adjacent to each
other. Dogs can be taken in some areas of these reserves, with a mix of on
and off leash areas.

Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area dogs can be taken on leash in
some areas including campgrounds. Can be taken off lead in some other
areas. Not permitted in neighbouring Southwest National Park.

Snug Tiers Nature Recreation Area dogs can be taken on leash where signs
allow.

Trevallyn Nature Recreation Area dogs can be taken in some areas with a
mix of on and off leash areas. Dog zone maps are available on signs in the
reserve.

Many reserves in Tasmania offer designhated walking tracks where dogs on a
leash are allowed. This includes several of the 60 Great Short Walks.
However, it's recommended to check the details for each individual walk to
confirm whether dogs are permitted, as rules may vary for different tracks.

Australian Capital Territory

The Australian Capital Territory is home to over 90 parks. While many of these
welcome dogs, the rules vary: some allow dogs on leash, others off leash, and
in certain Parks, dogs are not allowed at all.

In off leash areas, dogs must always remain within sight of their owners and
be capable of following commands to prevent them from approaching other
animals or people.



Dogs are allowed off leash in only four non urban recreation areas in the
Australian Capital Territory:

Murrays Corner dogs are welcome and may be exercised off leash.
Point Hut Crossing Reserve where signposted as off leash at Point Hut.
Shepherd’s Lookout Track in Woodstock Nature Reserve.

Uriarra Crossing Recreation Area.

Dogs are allowed on leash in the following reserves:

Aranda Bushland Nature Reserve — dogs are allowed except for the Snow
Gums section. They are permitted on a track or trail in the remainder of the
Reserve whilst on a leash.

Blue Range Recreation Area — dogs are allowed except the nearby Lower
Cotter Catchment Reserve.

Bruce Ridge Nature Reserve, Cooleman Ridge Nature Reserve, Farrer
Ridge Nature Reserve, Gossan Hill Nature Reserve, Isaacs Ridge Nature
Reserve, Justice Robert Hope Park, Kowen Escarpment Nature

Reserve and Molonglo Gorge Nature Reserve - dogs are permitted whilst
on a leash on a track or trail only.

Molonglo River Reserve — dogs are permitted on leash in the eastern or
upstream section of the reserve and on management trails only with the
exception of the Barrer Track. Prohibited in the downstream or western
section of the reserve including the former 'Kama' reserve, commencing about
500 metres west of the exposed pipeline at the northern end of Namarag.

Mount Ainslie Nature Reserve, Mount Majura Nature Reserve, Mount
Mugga Mugga Nature Reserve, Mount Painter Nature Reserve, Mount
Pleasant Nature Reserve and Mount Taylor Nature Reserve dogs are
permitted whilst on a leash on a track or trail only.

National Arboretum Canberra dogs are allowed on leash throughout the
site, except in the Village Centre, the POD Playground and the National
Bonsai and Penjing Collection

O’Connor Ridge Nature Park, Oakey Hill Nature Reserve, Percival Hill
Nature Reserve, Red Hill Nature Reserve, The Pinnacle Nature
Reserve, Tuggeranong Hill Nature Reserve, Urambi Hills Nature
Reserve and Wanniassa Hills Nature Reserve - dogs are permitted whilst
on a leash on a track or trail only.

Woods Reserve dogs are permitted whilst on a leash on lead in the
campground only.



While all information in this article was sourced from the National Parks and
Wildlife Services in each State or Territory, it is still recommended that walkers
verify the current rules and conditions before heading out to any National or
State Parks. Regulations and park conditions can change, so it’s always best
to check for the latest updates.

Meridian Mirth

To share your jokes, please send them to rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au.
Thanks to Rob and Paul for sending in these jokes!

One day the Pope is visiting the United Kingdom. The visit is going fine, but by
the final day he is getting a bit bored, so he asks a few of the Cardinals if they
want to head down to the pub and tie on a couple. Well one thing leads to
another, and they drink a bit too much and stay too late. The Pope wakes up
the next morning with a raging headache, and he looks at his watch and sees
he has overslept. Unless he gets his skates on he is going to miss his return
flight.

So he grabs his bag and he runs downstairs, jumps in a taxi and tells the
cabbie to head to Heathrow as fast as he can. But as the taxi is chuntering
down the M25 the Pope is growing more and more frustrated at the speed,
repeatedly looking at his watch and fretting that he will miss his flight.
Eventually the Pope cannot contain his frustration, and he barks at the cabbie
to just pull over on the hard shoulder.

The confused cabbie does so, and the Pope gets out walks around to the
driver’s door and tells the cabbie to get into the back. Then the Pope climbs in
and absolutely guns it - foot to the floor. The cab is whizzing as fast as it can
go down the motorway. After he has been zooming along at 95 mph for a
while the Pope suddenly hears sirens and looking in the mirror he sees the
flashing blue lights. He pulls the cab over onto the hard shoulder for the
second time and turns to the cab driver and says: “Just be cool - don’t say a
word. Don’t worry - I'll take care of this.”

The police officer walks up to the window and says to the Pope: “Can | see
your driving licence please, sir?”

“Well, I'm afraid that | don’t have a driving licence, officer,” replies the Pope.
“But maybe this will help?” And the Pope hands over his official Pope ID card.
The police officer looks at the card. And then he looks at the Pope. Then he
looks at the card again. Then he looks at the cabbie in the back. Then he says
to the Pope: “Just wait here for a moment please, sir.”

The officer returns to his car and radios his sergeant. “Sarge,” he says, ‘I think
| may have made a mistake and pulled over someone really, really important.”
“‘OK,” replies the sergeant, “how important?”

“‘Really, really, really important!” replies the officer.

“Who did you pull over?” asks the sergeant. “The Prime Minister?”

“No, more important than the Prime Minister,” he replies.

“Did you pull over the King?” he asks.
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“‘No, more important than him,” replies the officer.
“Good Lord, man - who did you pull over who is more important than the

King?”

“Well, to be honest sir - | am not completely sure who he is. But whoever he
is, he has the Pope driving him around!”

Picked up a hitch-hiker, Seemed
like a nice guy.

After a few miles, he asked me if
| wasn't afraid that he might be a
serial killer?

| told him that the odds of two serial
killers being in the same car were

extremely unlikely

| GET MOST OF MY EXERCISE
THESE DAYS FROM SHAKING

MY HEAD IN DISBELIEF

A man is recovering from surgery when the
Surgical Nurse appears and asks him how
he is feeling.

“I'm OK, but | didn't like the four letter-words
the doctor used in surgery,” he answered.

“What did he say,” asked the nurse.

“Oops!”

So our dog just brought the sprinkler in through
his doggy-door. How's your day going?
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WHY DO EGGS COME
IN FLIMSY STYROFOAM
CARTONS AND
BATTERIES COME IN A
PACKAGE ONLY A
CHAINSAW CAN OPEN?

WIFE: “There is a problem with the
tractor. It has water in the carburetor.”
HUSBAND: “Water in the carburetor?
That’s ridiculous”

WIFE: “Im telling you the tractor has
water in the carburetor”

HUSBAND: “You don’t even know where
the carburetor is. Where’s the tractor?”
WIFE: “In the pool”




I'M NOT
MUCH ON
SEIZING

THE DAY. I
JUST KINDA

POKE IT

WITH A STICK.

A student at an English university, by name of Donald MacDonald from the
Isle of Skye, who was living in the hall of residence in his first year there. After
he had been there for a month, his mother came to visit, no doubt carrying
reinforcements of oatmeal.

"And how do you find the English students, Donald?" she asked.

"Mother," he replied, "they're such terrible noisy people! The one on that side
keeps banging his head against the wall and won't stop. The one on the other
side screams and screams and screams away into the night!"

"Oh, Donald! How ever do you manage to put up with these awful noisy
English neighbours?"

"Mother, | do nothing, | just ignore them! | just stay here quietly playing my
bagpipes

The Fine Print
At The Meridian Line
Wherever possible we try to acknowledge the source of all information contained in
this newsletter. We offer no guarantees for accuracy, but we do our best.
Get the Word Out
Feel free to forward this newsletter to any family or friends who you feel might enjoy
a good read. If they would like to receive this newsletter on a regular basis they can
register at: https://meridianmaps.com.au/newsletter/
Using information from this newsletter
You are welcome to use information from this newsletter, but we request that you
kindly acknowledge that the information is from The Meridian Line.
Meridian Contact information
Email: rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au
Newsletter Email Address
Please do not reply to newsletter@meridianmaps.net.au. This email is not
monitored. Please contact rochelle@meridianmaps.com.au
Disclaimer
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Please note that the opinions and articles expressed in The Meridian Line are not
necessarily those of The Meridian team. Also, we do not endorse any products
(other than our own), or tours listed in my contributed articles.



